
SYLLABUS 
 
 
Course Title: Color Guard/ Winter Guard   Course Length: 1 Year-long 
 
Department:  Visual and Performing Arts   Course Grade Level:  9-12 
 
Course Number:  4507     Number of Credits: 10 
 
Type of Course:  Elective     Course Prerequisites: none 
 
Teacher: Courtney Cheyne                                                    Email: ccheyne@spusd.net 
 
Course Description:  
 
Students will be taught to read drill charts, count music, and learn to use the body in order to 
properly perform a field tournament show.  Students will also learn how to control their body 
through the use of may technique exercises in the areas of dance, and choreography with the use 
of equipment such as flag, rifle, saber, props, etc.  They will also learn leadership, responsibility 
and work ethic skills that may be applied throughout their academic career. Students will 
compete in the marching band field show and perform at home football games during the fall 
semester. During the spring semester, students will compete in a Winter Guard production, as 
well as, perform in the Spring Dance Concert.  
 
Goals and Objectives:   
 

1. Life long skills of leadership, responsibility, work ethic, respect, and maturity 
2. Learning in different way, allowing students to have fun as they improve their abilities 
3. Control of body positions while maneuvering equipment 
4. To fully understand how to read drill charts and count music 
5. Coordination of the body to perform more than one function at a time 
6. Ability to maintain stamina to perform in a field tournament 
7. Ability to maintain articulation of the body to safely complete a routine 
8. Ability to visually learn choreography 
9. Ability to become quick problem solvers 
10. Ability to understand one’s own body 

 
I. Instructional Methods and Strategies 
 

1. Lectures 
2. Demonstrations 
3. Guest lectures and demonstrations 
4. Videos 
5. Performances 

 
 



II.  Homework Program  
 
Due to the performance nature of this class regular homework assignments are not given, 
however, each student must attend and participate in all extra rehearsals outside of class time.  
Students are responsible to know when and where the rehearsals are, and must notify the 
instructors or the director about schedule conflicts beforehand. 
 
III.  Assessment Program (Grading System) 
 
Semester grading is as follows: 
 
 40 %=Daily classroom participation/rehearsals 
 60 %=Performances 
 

 A=90-100% 
 B=80-89% 
 C=70-79% 
 D=60-69% 
 F=59 and below 
 

The student is expected to demonstrate good rehearsal techniques and behavior during the 
grading period.  This includes coming to rehearsal on time, dressed appropriately, having the 
proper equipment, dot books, and refraining from eating, chewing gum, etc. during rehearsal. 
Cell phone use is prohibited during rehearsal and should remain in backpacks except at 
appropriate break times. 
 
EXCUSED/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
 
A student may be excused from a rehearsal and in rare cases from a performance for the 
following reasons: 
 
 - A serious illness.  This requires a phone call (not a note) from a parent and/or a note from a 

doctor. 
 - A death or serious emergency involving a member of the immediate family.  This also 

requires a phone call from a parent. 
 - Conflict of a school event.  Please note that students may not be excused for repeated 

absences due to school conflicts. 
 -Unavoidable conflicts that are approved in advance by the director.  This may also require a 

phone call from a parent. 
 
Excused absences for any reason must be made-up by arrangement with Mrs. Cheyne, or it will 
revert to an unexcused absence. 
 
 
 
 



The student will not be excused from a rehearsal or performance for anything but the above.  
Some examples of unexcused absences include: 
 - Failure to stay informed of rehearsal schedule 

- Failure to get a ride 
 - Working 
 - Babysitting 
 - Birthday parties 
 - Going out to dinner, etc. 
 - Unavoidable conflicts that do not receive prior approval by the director 
 - Failures to provide a phone call for an absence that requires one. 
 
Three unexcused absences over a period of one semester will result in removal from the group.  
Students missing more than the first 10 minutes of rehearsal without prior permission from Mrs. 
Cheyne will be marked for an unexcused tardy for that class period/rehearsal. Three unexcused 
tardies will count as one unexcused absence.   
 
 
IV.  Winter Guard Qualification 
 
Students interested in continuing on to compete with the SPHS Winter Guard during second 
semester need to have displayed superior commitment and proficiency throughout the Fall 
semester.  Students who do not complete the Fall semester in good standing (no attendance 
issues, positive work ethic) will not be permitted to re-enroll for the Spring semester. 
 
More information regarding rehearsal and competition schedule for the Spring semester will 
become available as the schedule is set. 
 
V.  Parental Communication 
 
I am available to meet in person or by phone if there are any questions or concerns. The best way 
to reach me is by email at ccheyne@spusd.net 
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Please sign and return to Mrs. Cheyne no later than Wednesday, September 18th 
 

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, have received and read the course syllabus and classroom 
ethics for my child’s Color Guard class. 
 
Student Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Parent Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 


